Immuno-electron-microscopic application of antiserum against elastin.
The antiserum against insoluble elastin from human aorta was applied to immuno-electron microscopy. In the preembedding method, only the outer surface of the amorphous component (elastin) of elastic fibers showed a positive reaction. A major problem encountered with the preembedding method is associated with the penetration of either the primary antiserum or the secondary antibody into the tissue and, in particular, into elastin. On the contrary, a positive reaction was observed inner zones of elastin in the postembedding method. While the postembedding method employed here has limitations with nonspecific binding to the embedding medium, the postembedding method offers a decided advantage over the preembedding method.